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been said on any of the devises, to be consonant with law, my will 
and direction expressly is, that all disputes, if unhappily any should 
arise, shall be decided by three impartial and intelligent men, known 
for their probity and good understanding ; two to be chosen by the 
disputants, each having the choice of one, and the third by those 
two; which three men, thus chosen, shall, unfettered bylaw, or 
legal constructions, declare their sense of the testator's intention ; 
and such decision is,*to all intents and purposes, to be as binding on 
the parties, as if it bad been given in the Supreme Court of the 
United States." 



EFFECT OF WAR DISTURBANCES IN CANADA ON MISSIONARY 
EFFORTS THERE. 

We met, last summer, a clergyman who had been obliged to leave 
Upper Canada, because the commotions there had for the time put 
an end to his usefulness ; and not long since we were informed 
by the Secretary of the American Home Missionary Society, that 
all their missionaries had been driven from that Province, and its 
only Presbytery annihilated by the same causes. Statements of 
like tenor we bave found in a variety of public prints during 
the past year ; and there is reason to believe that the rebellion has 
well nigh neutralized most of the efforts made for the advancement 
of religion in both the Canadas. 

We have recently seen some account of the effect produced by 
those disturbances on the Swiss Mission at Grand Ligne, L. C. 
The families connected with the Mission were scattered by the first 
insurrection ; and on their return, they found " their homes scenes 
of deep poverty ; their furniture and crops had been carried off or 
destroyed by their insurgent countrymen." The second insurrection 
renewed all the evils of the first. 

" This miserable people," says Madame Feller, a member of the 
Mission, " abused by their leaders, have risen anew in the districts 
nearest the frontier. On Saturday we observed a great movement 
in our neighborhood, and in the evening learned that the village of 
Napierville, four leagues distant, had been taken by the insurgents, 
and all the loyal subjects there put in irons. The next day (Sun- 
day) the chiefs visited every house, for the purpose of compelling the 
men to join them. A considerable number were unwilling to do it, 
and yielded only to threats and fear. We were quiet till three 
o'clock, when a troop of men on horseback came to the house. 
Their chief, on entering, commanded brother Rilling to follow them, 
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saying they had need of men for the war. Afterwards, inquiring 
for brother Roussey, they said they had orders to make him pris- 
oner ; and, in their eagerness to take him off, they saddled his horse 
themselves. 

All our Canadian friends, having refused to join the rebels, have 
either been put in prison, or kept themselves concealed in the 
woods, where several have suffered much (Nov.) from the very se- 
vere weather. I shall say nothing of the skirmishes that have taken 
place. The poor Canadians, who are no soldiers, have been re- 
pulsed and beaten. All who could, have taken to flight. Eight 
days after the taking of Napierville, the government troops took pos- 
session of it, liberated the prisoners, and put in their place all the 
insurgents who had not escaped. 

You can easily conceive something of the desolations which are 
now the lot of this poor people, who expect that this new rebellion 
will be punished with extreme rigor. Since the arrival of the 
troops, a great number of houses have been pillaged and burnt. 
The terror is general. As for myself, I have been borne down un- 
der the weight of deep suffering; for, though we have been so won- 
derfully preserved, I cannot help suffering at the sight of so much 
mourning, affliction, anguish and tears." 

How little can be done for the spiritual benefit of a community in 
such a state ! Yet the worst disturbances of Canada are scarcely to 
be compared with those which attend the fierce and protracted con- 
flicts of nations. What must have been the effect of the wars of 
Christendom upon her religious condition for fifteen centuries! 



THE WAR METHOD OF KEEPING PEACE. 

War-clouds are said to be gathering in the horizon of Europe ; 
and its potentates think to prevent the dreadful catastrophe by a large 
increase of their forces. Austria marshals 80,000 men, as a corps of 
observation ; Russia, besides her regular army of more than 700,000, 
is raising 120,000 foot, with an immense addition to her cavalry ; and 
we suppose that nearly all the other powers, like a flock of sheep 
following the bell-wether, or a pack of hounds started at the cry of 
game, or the scent of blood, will refit their fleets, augment their 
armies, and hold themselves, as armed conservators of peace, in 
readiness for the wholesale butcheries of war. 

What a way to prevent strife and bloodshed ! It is an outrage 



